Scott grocery 
ends century of 
business today 


Craanen's store 
to close at 7 p.m. 
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A town of Scott grocery 
store with a history dating 
back to the 1800s is closing its 
doors for the last time t(^ay 
as the current owners move 
on after running it for the last 
28 years. 

Gwen Craanen — co-owner 
of Craanen’s 
Grocery, 3374 
Bay Settle¬ 
ment Road -- 
who ran the 
business with 
her husband, 

David, said 
they have 
seen dwin¬ 
dling busi¬ 
ness in recent 
years as the 
shopping pat¬ 
terns in the 
Green Bay 
area have 
changed. 

“We had 
our heyday 
before all the 
convenience 
stores made it 
out there and the big grocery 
stores (came) to town," she 
said. 

"Slowly, it’s been going 
downhill with all the other 
competition coming in and 
the way people buy groceries 
now days." 

Road projects in the area 
also made it difficult for peo¬ 
ple to get to the store during 
construction phases, 

Craanen said. 

With a reach that covered 


the fai* northeastern regions 
of Green Bay, Scott and sur¬ 
rounding towns, as well as 
into New Franken, the store 
played an important role for 
people living in that part of 
Brown County, Gwen 
Craanen said. 

“We just tried to keep it 
stocked as well as we could, 
with as much variety as we 
could, so people could buy 
what they needed or make do 
with what we had so they did¬ 
n’t have to run to town," she 
said. 

“We tried to 
know people’s 
names as 
much as pos¬ 
sible just so 
we could be 
on a friend¬ 
lier basis." 

Gwen 
Craanen said 
the building 
has been sold 
and that the 
buyer does 
not anticipate 
running it as 
a grocery 
store. 

Her hus¬ 
band worked 
at the store 
during grade 
school and 
high school, she said. 

An article on the store by 
the Scott Historical Society 
indicates a letterhead for the 
store dates back to the 1870s. 

“The sad part for us is miss¬ 
ing the people and the other 
sad part is the history of the 
store is done,” she said. 

The stoi'e closes at 7 
tonight. 

“Lots of good customers," 
Gwen Craanen said. “They 
kept us alive this long.” 
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— Gwen Craanen 
co-owner of Craanen's Grocery 


